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00:00 --> 00:08

 This is Sheri Kennedy-Brownrigg with KVNO Arts at 830, and today I'm talking to our March Classical Kid, Luke Hengen.
00:08 --> 00:17

 Luke is 11, he's homeschooled, he's been taking piano lessons at the Omaha Conservatory of Music since he was five years old.
00:17 --> 00:22

 Luke, hi, congratulations, and thanks for sitting down for this interview with me.
00:22 --> 00:24

 Yeah, thank you for the opportunity.
00:24 --> 00:31

 So, Luke, you said in your Classical Kid application that you love performing for your family. Tell me about why you love that.
00:31 --> 00:46

 Well, I love performing for my family because it makes me really happy and proud, and it all starts by we dim the lights by the piano, and I will start playing my latest pieces,
00:47 --> 00:56

 and then I will ask my mom, my dad, and my sister to choose from my older pieces, and then they can also hear those as well.
00:56 --> 01:01

 And afterwards, they'll give me a round of applause, and I will feel really happy afterwards.
01:01 --> 01:04

 So it's kind of like just a real concert, isn't it, just for your family?
01:04 --> 01:05

 Mm-hmm.
01:06 --> 01:08

 So what do you love most about playing the piano?
01:08 --> 01:19

 Well, what I love most about playing the piano is I will record the pieces that I play, and then I get to hear them back, and I can, like, improve on them.
01:19 --> 01:25

 So I really like making sure that I have gotten it right.
01:26 --> 01:30

 And what has been your most memorable experience performing music?
01:30 --> 01:38

 Well, my most memorable performance playing music has definitely got to be when my teacher, Ann Madison,
01:38 --> 01:46

 hosts her yearly gratitude concert around Christmastime, and we get to dedicate our performance to one person.
01:46 --> 01:55

 And my grandfather, who has now passed away, I dedicated it to him, and he got to hear the piece that I played for him.
01:55 --> 01:57

 I'll bet he was so proud of you.
01:57 --> 01:58

 Mm-hmm.
01:58 --> 02:02

 So right now we're going to hear a short segment of you playing the piano.
02:02 --> 02:05

 So why don't you just let us know what we're about to hear?
02:05 --> 02:17

 Well, you are about to hear Distant Chimes by John George, and it will be a very melodic and mellow piece.
02:17 --> 02:24

 It will be played legato, and it is a challenging piece for me because it's a slower piece,
02:24 --> 02:27

 and I have a tendency to play pieces fast.
02:27 --> 02:29

 Okay, good.
02:29 --> 02:30

 We'll listen for that.
02:30 --> 02:33

 Here's Luke Engin, our March Classical Kid on KVNO.
02:33 --> 02:35

 piano.
03:03 --> 03:07

 Luke, that is wonderful.
03:07 --> 03:11

 That's Luke Hengen, our KVNO, Classical Kid for the month of March.
03:11 --> 03:17

 Now, Luke, you take lessons at the Omaha Conservatory of Music, and I understand that you participate
03:17 --> 03:21

 in something called Musical Kids, where you also sing.
03:21 --> 03:22

 Tell us about that.
03:22 --> 03:30

 Well, Musical Kids is a group of kids who will play at a variety of different places, like
03:30 --> 03:37

 Fontenelle Forest or Durham Museum, and we will get to play at festivals or charity events,
03:37 --> 03:40

 and we will get to play there and make people smile.
03:40 --> 03:42

 That's very nice.
03:42 --> 03:45

 So what do you like to do when you aren't playing music?
03:45 --> 03:48

 I like to read mystery books.
03:48 --> 03:49

 I like to play Minecraft.
03:49 --> 03:58

 I like to play strategic board games with my cousin and my sister, and I get to do a variety
03:58 --> 04:02

 of different things that use my brain or are strategic.
04:02 --> 04:04

 Now, your mom is also musical.
04:04 --> 04:07

 She's one of the famous Rizzuto sisters.
04:07 --> 04:09

 Now, do the two of you ever sing or play together?
04:09 --> 04:11

 Yes, we do.
04:11 --> 04:17

 In the car, my mom will turn on the radio, and if it's a song that we both know, then we
04:17 --> 04:20

 will start singing along or humming along to the piece.
04:20 --> 04:22

 It's kind of like carpool karaoke, isn't it?
04:22 --> 04:23

 Mm-hmm.
04:23 --> 04:31

 Well, as part of being named a KVNO Classical Kid, Luke, you've also won a $300 scholarship
04:31 --> 04:32

 from the Saner Foundation.
04:32 --> 04:37

 Now, this can be used on anything that you need to help you in your musical education.
04:37 --> 04:39

 What do you think you're going to use it for?
04:39 --> 04:46

 I think I'm going to be using it for Soundwave, which is a program presented by OCM.
04:46 --> 04:53

 It's a weekly summer camp, and I will be using it to expand my musical knowledge.
04:53 --> 04:54

 Oh, that's perfect.
04:54 --> 05:00

 Well, that is Luke Hengen, my friends, our KVNO Classical Kid for the month of March.
05:00 --> 05:02

 Thank you for having me on.
05:02 --> 05:06

 And our thanks to the Saner Foundation in memory of Maribel Saner for their support.
05:06 --> 05:14

 Remember that you can find out more about Classical Kids and nominate a classical kid at kvno.org.
05:14 --> 05:18

 For KVNO Arts at 830, I'm Sheri Kennedy Brownrigg.
