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00:00 --> 00:09

 This is Sherry Kennedy-Brownrigg with KVNO Arts at 830. Today I am talking to our May KVNO Classical Kid, Nathaniel Connor.
00:09 --> 00:19

 Nathaniel is 12. He's homeschooled. He lives in Manning, Iowa. And Nathaniel, congratulations and thank you so much for sitting down with us today.
00:19 --> 00:21

 Oh yes, thank you.
00:22 --> 00:32

 Nathaniel, you play three instruments, so first of all, tell me the instruments you play, how long you've been playing each one, and then why you decided to learn to play that instrument.
00:32 --> 00:42

 I started piano when I was six because my parents signed me up for lessons, and I started tromboning fifth grade band because that was the instrument that interested me most.
00:42 --> 00:50

 Around the same time, I started taking lessons with Dr. J. Gordon Christensen because I was interested in the power and variety that the organ offered.
00:50 --> 00:56

 So tell me, what is your favorite instrument out of those that you play, and why is it your favorite?
00:56 --> 01:05

 I enjoy playing trombone because of the opportunity to play with larger groups, not just our middle school band, but also the Carroll Area Symphony.
01:05 --> 01:10

 And I enjoy that because there are more adults in it playing at a higher level.
01:10 --> 01:16

 And I enjoy playing organ because of the opportunity to interpret the music well through the steps.
01:16 --> 01:20

 So which one of those is your favorite?
01:20 --> 01:26

 So that's really hard because they're pretty much different categories.
01:26 --> 01:31

 What has been your most memorable musical experience to date?
01:33 --> 01:44

 I was really glad that I got second place in our middle school solo contest, and I was also very excited to learn that I was the KVNO Classical Kid of the Month.
01:44 --> 01:49

 Well, we were excited to choose you as that KVNO Classical Kid, so congrats again on that.
01:49 --> 01:57

 I do understand that you play at the church where your father is a pastor, so tell us what that experience is like for you.
01:59 --> 02:11

 I have had the opportunity to play at our church, Zion Eastern Church, Manny, Iowa, to accompany several of the hymns on trombone, and I have also played Offertory and the Post Lube several times.
02:11 --> 02:15

 So what does that mean to you to be able to do that?
02:15 --> 02:19

 It's very cool because our church is very supportive of student musicians.
02:20 --> 02:21

 That is great to hear.
02:21 --> 02:27

 All right, we're going to hear a short segment of you performing, so tell us what we're about to hear, Nathaniel.
02:27 --> 02:39

 So this is the Bach Prelude G Minor, one of the eight preludes and fugues that he did.
02:39 --> 02:43

 They were very famous, and they were intended for teaching and for performance.
02:44 --> 02:48

 Okay, here's Nathaniel Connor, our May Classical Kid.
02:48 --> 02:49

 Amen.
03:18 --> 03:23

 So that is the May KVNO classical kid, Nathaniel Conner, on the organ there.
03:23 --> 03:26

 And you play the organ beautifully, Nathaniel.
03:26 --> 03:32

 And I know you must have some other interests besides music, besides playing those three instruments that you play.
03:32 --> 03:35

 So tell me about some of the other things you're involved with.
03:35 --> 03:45

 I run cross-country in the fall, and in my free time, I enjoy taking apart broken things like remote-controlled cars and building them to new things.
03:45 --> 03:52

 I recently built a paddle-wheel boat out of a broken remote-controlled car, styrofoam, and plastic spoons.
03:52 --> 03:55

 I'd love to see that.
03:55 --> 04:02

 And as part of being named a KVNO classical kid, you've also won a $300 scholarship from the Saner Foundation.
04:02 --> 04:06

 Now, this can be used on anything that you choose to use it on.
04:06 --> 04:09

 And what do you think you're going to use it for?
04:09 --> 04:13

 Well, organ trees are expensive.
04:13 --> 04:16

 My feet are not done growing yet, so I'll need a new pair of those soon.
04:16 --> 04:18

 And my trombone case is also falling apart.
04:18 --> 04:20

 Perfect.
04:20 --> 04:22

 Well, now you have the money to replace both of those.
04:22 --> 04:27

 And that's Nathaniel Conner, our KVNO classical kid for the month of May.
04:27 --> 04:32

 And our thanks to the Saner Foundation and memory of Mary Bell Saner for their support.
04:32 --> 04:41

 Remember that you can find out more about classical kids and nominate a future classical kid at kvno.org.
04:41 --> 04:44

 For Arts at 830, I'm Sherry Kennedy Brownrigg.
