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00:00 --> 00:06

 This is Sherry Kennedy-Brownrigg with KVNO Arts at 830. Today I'm talking to our July KVNO
00:06 --> 00:12

 classical kid. His name is Rowan Abrams. He's 10, he's homeschooled, and he takes lessons at the
00:12 --> 00:19

 Omaha Conservatory of Music. Welcome, Rowan. How does it feel to be a KVNO classical kid?
00:19 --> 00:22

 Yeah, I think it feels great.
00:22 --> 00:26

 So you play the piano. How long have you been playing?
00:26 --> 00:32

 I started taking lessons from Dr. Yanka Manning when I was six, so I've been playing for about five years.
00:32 --> 00:37

 What's your favorite thing about playing the piano and making music?
00:37 --> 00:42

 I love playing the piano because it makes me feel free when I'm at the piano. I like to play whatever
00:42 --> 00:49

 comes to mind, but I also like to learn new pieces. What has been your most memorable musical experience
00:49 --> 00:55

 to date? Well, I have a lot of good memories of playing with Dr. Yanka at recitals. She really
00:55 --> 00:59

 helps students make beautiful music no matter what their level. But I think my most memorable
00:59 --> 01:04

 experience is the day our piano arrived from my grandma's house. I was so excited that I would
01:04 --> 01:08

 be taking piano lessons and that I could go to the piano whenever I wanted.
01:08 --> 01:12

 And especially on your grandma's piano? I'll bet that meant a lot to you.
01:12 --> 01:13

 It did.
01:13 --> 01:19

 And I know you like to listen to classical music as well. What do you like most about listening
01:19 --> 01:25

 to classical music? I think it helps me think clearly when I'm having a hard time thinking
01:25 --> 01:31

 about other multiple things. Do you study with it in the background sometimes? I know
01:31 --> 01:34

 that seems to help a lot of people. I think it does for me.
01:34 --> 01:41

 Well, let's hear a little segment of you playing the piano. So tell us what we're about to hear.
01:41 --> 01:52

 A Summer Morning. This is a piece by Dennis Alexander. The piece is mostly legato or smooth and it has a lot of movement. So it makes me think of the sun rising over the mountains.
01:52 --> 01:57

 Okay, so here's Rowan Abrams. He is our July classical kid.
02:22 --> 02:52

 Thank you.
02:52 --> 03:00

 That was Rowan Abrams, our July KVNO Classical Kid. I'm Sherry Kennedy Brownrick, and we're talking with Rowan.
03:00 --> 03:07

 Rowan, tell me a little bit more about some of the other things that you're involved in, in addition to music.
03:07 --> 03:14

 I really like drawing and writing comics, and I'm inspired by the drawings of M.C. Escher a lot.
03:14 --> 03:17

 I also really like some of the cartoons from The New Yorker.
03:17 --> 03:23

 I've also been getting into wildlife photography lately, and I like riding my bike.
03:23 --> 03:28

 That's a lot of varied interests, Rowan. You are a very interesting young man.
03:28 --> 03:28

 Thanks.
03:29 --> 03:39

 So the big question I ask everyone, that as part of being named a KVNO Classical Kid, you have also won a $300 scholarship from the Saner Foundation.
03:39 --> 03:44

 Now this can be used on anything that you need to help you in your musical education.
03:44 --> 03:48

 Here's the big question. What do you think you'll use it for?
03:49 --> 03:54

 I'm really grateful for this generous scholarship. I'm having fun thinking about what I might do with the money.
03:54 --> 03:59

 I would like to spend the money on more sheet music, maybe, so I could learn more pieces.
03:59 --> 04:04

 That sounds like a very good plan. You're not alone with choosing that.
04:04 --> 04:08

 Well, Rowan, I want to thank you so much for being with us today.
04:08 --> 04:16

 Congratulations, and we're really looking forward to hearing you perform in the Classical Kid Showcase, which comes up later on this fall.
04:16 --> 04:17

 Thank you.
04:18 --> 04:27

 I've been talking to Rowan Abrams, our July KVNO Classical Kid, and remember that you can nominate a classical kid at kvno.org.
04:27 --> 04:31

 From the KVNO Arts Desk, this is Sherri Kennedy Brownrigg.
