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00:00 --> 00:03

 This is Sherry Kennedy Brownrigg with KVNO Arts at 830.
00:03 --> 00:07

 Today I'm talking to our August classical kid.
00:07 --> 00:08

 His name is Matthew Murray.
00:08 --> 00:12

 He's 11 and he attends St. Joan of Arc Catholic School.
00:12 --> 00:13

 Welcome, Matthew.
00:13 --> 00:15

 Hello, and thank you for having me.
00:15 --> 00:17

 Well, thank you for coming into the studios here.
00:17 --> 00:21

 I'm excited to talk to you because I know you play three instruments.
00:21 --> 00:24

 So tell me about the instruments that you play.
00:24 --> 00:28

 Well, I play keyboard and electric guitar.
00:28 --> 00:30

 And as you know, I play the violin.
00:30 --> 00:32

 Which one of those is your favorite?
00:32 --> 00:34

 The violin.
00:34 --> 00:38

 And then I understand that the violin is also your first instrument.
00:38 --> 00:42

 So why did you want to start playing it at such a young age?
00:42 --> 00:48

 Well, when I was four and a half, I was watching a cartoon, Peg plus Cat.
00:48 --> 00:51

 And they played Beethoven's Fifth Symphony.
00:51 --> 00:55

 And I thought it was the most beautiful sound I've ever heard.
00:55 --> 00:59

 So I told my grandma, I have to play the violin.
00:59 --> 01:04

 And you've played for audiences and people in some very interesting places.
01:04 --> 01:06

 So tell me about some of those experiences.
01:06 --> 01:09

 Well, first, I played at the COVID clinic.
01:09 --> 01:15

 And then I played Christmas carols at the Salvation Army Kettle.
01:16 --> 01:19

 And then I played for the La Vista Police Department.
01:19 --> 01:23

 And then after that, I played for the Papillion Fire Department.
01:23 --> 01:26

 Now, did they ask you to do that?
01:26 --> 01:29

 Or did you just show up out of the goodness of your heart and say, I have to play here?
01:29 --> 01:31

 I showed up out of the goodness of my heart.
01:32 --> 01:36

 Tell me what you love most about performing for people.
01:36 --> 01:42

 Well, what I love is the joy that it brings them and the smile that it puts on their face.
01:42 --> 01:45

 I heard once you actually created a traffic jam.
01:45 --> 01:46

 Yes.
01:48 --> 01:54

 So I was at Walmart and I decided just out of the blue to play for the Salvation Army Kettle.
01:54 --> 01:58

 And, well, I caused a shopping cart jam.
01:58 --> 01:59

 Those are the best kind, right?
01:59 --> 02:02

 The best kind of jams to cause.
02:02 --> 02:06

 We're going to hear a snippet now of music from your classical kid audition.
02:06 --> 02:08

 So please tell us what we're about to hear.
02:08 --> 02:17

 Well, you will hear joy and happiness and a lot of special techniques in there.
02:17 --> 02:19

 What's the name of the piece?
02:19 --> 02:21

 The name of the piece is Boy Paganini.
02:21 --> 02:26

 This is our August KVNO Classical Kid, Matthew Murray.
02:36 --> 02:43

 Matthew, that was wonderful.
02:43 --> 02:46

 How does it make you feel to hear yourself play?
02:46 --> 02:48

 It feels amazing.
02:48 --> 02:53

 And once I hear it, I did not know that I could actually play that well.
02:53 --> 02:55

 Well, you do play very, very well.
02:55 --> 02:58

 Do you think that you'll continue playing far into the future?
02:58 --> 02:59

 Oh, yes.
02:59 --> 03:02

 Any hopes for a professional music career?
03:02 --> 03:04

 I hope so.
03:04 --> 03:05

 Aha.
03:05 --> 03:07

 Omaha Symphony, hope you're listening.
03:07 --> 03:11

 Now, you have some other interests in addition to music.
03:11 --> 03:13

 What else do you like to do in your spare time?
03:13 --> 03:17

 Well, I like to go to auto shows.
03:17 --> 03:24

 And I like to go frisbee golfing with my uncle.
03:24 --> 03:28

 And I also do dance and theater.
03:28 --> 03:32

 You mentioned something in your application that you did something with dance.
03:32 --> 03:33

 What was that?
03:35 --> 03:42

 Well, I did the Nutcracker, which is a production for American Midwest Ballet.
03:44 --> 03:45

 So, I did that.
03:45 --> 03:47

 That's fun.
03:47 --> 03:47

 Wow.
03:47 --> 03:52

 So, you've also won a $300 scholarship from the Saner Foundation, Matthew.
03:52 --> 03:54

 How will you spend that scholarship?
03:54 --> 03:58

 First off, thank you for giving me the scholarship.
03:58 --> 04:04

 And I'm going to give the money to my violin teacher, Miss Anne, so she can help other students.
04:05 --> 04:06

 Oh, Matthew, that is wonderful.
04:06 --> 04:11

 And that's Ann Nagoski, who, of course, has been on the airwaves here at KVNO.
04:11 --> 04:12

 Does she know about this yet?
04:12 --> 04:14

 Yes, she does.
04:14 --> 04:17

 Oh, I'm sure she's very proud of you.
04:17 --> 04:19

 Okay, that's Matthew Murray.
04:19 --> 04:21

 Matthew, thank you so much for being with us today.
04:21 --> 04:21

 Yep.
04:21 --> 04:24

 And can I say a couple thank yous to a couple people?
04:24 --> 04:25

 Sure.
04:25 --> 04:32

 First off, I would like to say thank you to the Fusil family for always coming to my recitals.
04:33 --> 04:38

 And I would like to say a special thanks to my teacher, Miss Anne.
04:38 --> 04:43

 Matthew Murray, our August KVNO Classical Kid.
04:43 --> 04:47

 And remember that you can nominate a classical kid at kvno.org.
04:47 --> 04:51

 From the Arts Desk, I'm Sherry Kennedy-Brownrigg.
