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00:00 --> 00:05

 KVNO congratulates our February KVNO Classical Kid, Claire McPherson.
00:05 --> 00:08

 Claire is nine years old and is homeschooled.
00:08 --> 00:14

 She's been playing piano for over four years and takes lessons from the Omaha Conservatory of Music.
00:14 --> 00:19

 Claire says learning to play an instrument is also learning to live life.
00:19 --> 00:34

 Well, one thing is that you learn how to identify problems like troubles and things that you need to fix in music, and you learn how to fix them.
00:34 --> 00:46

 Also, you learn how to have confidence on stage and anywhere else, and you also learn how to express emotions that cannot be described by words.
00:46 --> 00:51

 Claire says music is beautiful and appreciated, making it a gift she can give to others.
00:51 --> 00:55

 She particularly loves the gift of classical music.
00:55 --> 01:00

 Well, I like that there are so many things that you can do with it.
01:00 --> 01:01

 There's such a wide range.
01:01 --> 01:10

 I love how it changes and speeds up and all the dynamics and things like that.
01:10 --> 01:22

 I also love that a lot of classical pieces are written by very famous people, and it's just fun to know that I'm playing a piece written by someone very famous.
01:22 --> 01:31

 My favorite composer is probably Mozart, and my favorite piece that I've played of his was Minuet in F Major.
01:32 --> 01:34

 I really, really liked the piece.
01:34 --> 01:44

 And also, it was a recital piece, so I worked on it longer and harder, and there was more satisfaction when I was done with it.
01:44 --> 01:48

 Claire has even already composed three works for piano.
01:48 --> 01:52

 Well, my first piece was called Raven's Waltz.
01:52 --> 02:02

 It's a slow piece that I like to play in D or A minor, and eventually it speeds up and gets more exciting.
02:02 --> 02:05

 And then it goes back to the slow beginning part.
02:05 --> 02:09

 My second piece was called The Wind.
02:10 --> 02:20

 I particularly like to do smooth pieces, so that one was done with pedal work, and it was done in a major key.
02:20 --> 02:23

 My third piece was called Jellyfish.
02:23 --> 02:31

 It was partially inspired by a piece that I learned called Angelfish.
02:31 --> 02:37

 Now I'm working on a series of pieces about magic and fairies.
02:38 --> 02:42

 Here's a small sample of Claire's wonderful piano performance.
02:42 --> 02:45

 This is Atacama Desert by Wynne and Rossi.
02:45 --> 02:50

 It's a very smooth, lovely piece.
02:50 --> 02:55

 Atacama Desert is the driest place on earth, and it's very beautiful.
02:55 --> 03:03

 It's got rock canyons and sand dunes, and it's very beautiful.
03:08 --> 03:24

 That's Claire McPherson, our February KVNO Classical Kid.
03:24 --> 03:31

 Claire says she'll use the $300 scholarship she's won from the Saner Foundation to attend piano camp this summer.
03:32 --> 03:36

 Last year I wasn't old enough to do it, but this year I am.
03:36 --> 03:43

 Congratulations again to Claire McPherson, our KVNO Classical Kid, for the month of February.
03:43 --> 03:47

 If you'd like to nominate a classical kid, just visit kvno.org.
03:47 --> 03:51

 From the KVNO Arts Desk, I'm Sheri Kennedy-Brownrich.
