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00:00 --> 00:04

 Ruslan Galeev has been playing piano since he was six years old.
00:04 --> 00:10

 He started playing in Russia and continued taking lessons after his family moved to the U.S.
00:10 --> 00:16

 Although he felt confident in his abilities, that first concert in America was nerve-wracking.
00:16 --> 00:22

 Because I was insanely nervous. Yeah, it was just very unusual for me.
00:22 --> 00:29

 I already knew how to play the piano. It was just like a big stage, and it was weird for me.
00:30 --> 00:36

 Ruslan's mother is a professional violinist, and music has been an essential part of his life since he was very young.
00:36 --> 00:39

 The two have played together a number of times.
00:39 --> 00:42

 Yeah, it's pretty fun. She's very good at playing the violin.
00:42 --> 00:49

 I just feel lucky, I guess. It's very nice to have a mom like her.
00:49 --> 00:53

 His most memorable musical moment came after one of his mother's performance.
00:53 --> 00:59

 When I was once helping my mom with a performance of hers, there was an after-party.
00:59 --> 01:04

 And I saw that there was a piano there.
01:04 --> 01:09

 So I played, like, following down the piece. It was pretty recently.
01:09 --> 01:15

 And then they told me to play it again, because other people came into the living room and saw me playing.
01:15 --> 01:18

 And that was pretty memorable for me.
01:19 --> 01:27

 I really just wasn't nervous, and there wasn't too many people. So I could just play normally, like I usually play at my house.
01:27 --> 01:34

 The work he played that night is the same work he chose for his classical kid audition, Fallen Down from Toby Fox.
01:34 --> 01:37

 Ruslan says Fox is his favorite composer.
01:37 --> 01:43

 I like the fact that he, like, makes songs, and then they have, like, meaning to them.
01:43 --> 01:46

 Like, it might just be from a video game or something like that.
01:46 --> 01:48

 But I can just understand him.
01:48 --> 01:52

 Here's Ruslan Galeev performing Fallen Down from Toby Fox.
01:52 --> 02:19

 That's Ruslan Galeev, our July KVNO classical kid.
02:20 --> 02:23

 Ruslan has started writing his own music and loves the process.
02:23 --> 02:32

 I feel like my favorite thing about making music would be, like, the creative process of just, like, putting in the notes or the drum beat and stuff like that.
02:32 --> 02:36

 And then just seeing if it works out and then changing it or keeping it.
02:36 --> 02:45

 Ruslan has won a $300 scholarship from the Saner Foundation in memory of Mary Bell Saner and plans to use it to further his creativity.
02:46 --> 02:50

 Music has been a part of his life for a very long time, but he has other interests, too.
02:50 --> 02:59

 Well, I do, like, computer coding, basketball, chess, and I'm going to do track next year.
02:59 --> 03:03

 Ruslan Galeev, the KVNO classical kid for the month of July.
03:03 --> 03:11

 Hear this interview again, find out more about KVNO classical kids, or nominate a classical kid at kvno.org.
03:12 --> 03:15

 From the KVNO Arts Desk, I'm Sherry Kennedy-Brownrigg.
