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00:00 --> 00:20

 Today we meet our December KVNO classical kid Niles Young. Niles is a seventh grader at Miller North Middle School who excels at the piano. This was his first instrument, but now he also plays violin, alto sax, and tenor sax.
00:20 --> 00:44

 When I was in fourth grade, the orchestra from middle school came to my elementary school and they went to play. They let everybody test their instruments and I liked the violin. I liked the way it felt. It seemed like a pretty fun instrument. I found it was really fun that I could change the tune of it by placing down fingers.
00:44 --> 00:48

 Niles says it can be challenging playing four different instruments.
00:48 --> 00:57

 Yeah, a lot of times at school I have to do the homework very fast at school and then come home because I have a lot of instruments to practice.
00:57 --> 01:03

 He loves music in general, but his favorite things are playing with people and performing.
01:03 --> 01:16

 I like how the music sounds together with multiple different instruments because I can only play one instrument at a time. It sounds more like four with like a whole band or a whole orchestra.
01:16 --> 01:33

 It's pretty fun to be up like on stage in front of my family with like other people. And like it makes me happy to see that my family, that they enjoy listening to the music that I play.
01:33 --> 01:41

 Niles is a confident performer, but he remembers a particular incident that challenged his skills and his composure.
01:42 --> 01:52

 Last winter, I was in jazz band. And we were performing in a nursing home when it was my turn to play a solo.
01:52 --> 01:56

 But then my stand fell over. I tried to play it from memory.
01:56 --> 02:04

 As a young teen, Niles loves many different types of music. But as a KVNO classical kid, he also loves classical.
02:04 --> 02:16

 Classical music, it's more instrumental. And I like instrumental music and I'm terrible at singing. I don't really like musical singing.
02:16 --> 02:23

 Niles submitted Minuet and Trio for his Classical Kid nomination and will let him introduce it.
02:23 --> 02:33

 Minuet and Trio is a nice song. The Minuet was written by Gottfried Henrich Stolzl. He wrote it.
02:33 --> 02:42

 And then later, Johann Sebastian Bach came along and he heard it. He liked it and he wrote the trio.
02:53 --> 03:11

 That's Niles Zhang, the December KVNO classical kid performing Minuet and Trio on the piano, one of the many instruments he plays.
03:11 --> 03:16

 His favorite composer is Edvard Grieg, but Niles has other interests as well.
03:16 --> 03:26

 I like reading and building with libraries. And I also enjoy doing sports like skiing, basketball, and biking.
03:26 --> 03:32

 Congratulations again to Niles Zhang, our KVNO classical kid for this month of December.
03:32 --> 03:38

 He has won a $300 scholarship from the Saner Foundation in memory of Mary Bell Saner
03:38 --> 03:44

 and will be performing in our KVNO classical kid showcase on January 14th.
03:44 --> 03:50

 If you'd like to hear this interview again and meet our other classical kids, visit kvno.org.
03:50 --> 03:53

 You can also make your own nomination there.
03:53 --> 03:57

 From the KVNO Arts Desk, I'm Sheri Kennedy-Brownrigg.
