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00:00 --> 00:08

 Each month, KVNO selects a young person between the ages of 8 and 14 to be the KVNO Classical Kid.
00:08 --> 00:11

 And for September, our Classical Kid is Ezekiel Smith.
00:11 --> 00:16

 I'm Ezekiel. I go to school at Montclair Elementary and I'm 11 years old.
00:16 --> 00:21

 11 means Ezekiel is in 5th grade and he's still fairly new to playing an instrument.
00:21 --> 00:26

 I play the cello I've been playing for about a year now.
00:26 --> 00:31

 He takes private lessons with local teacher Patty Ritchie in addition to playing in his school orchestra.
00:31 --> 00:39

 Well, in Montclair there's an orchestra that you can start in 4th grade and I wanted to do that.
00:39 --> 00:47

 And really the first reason I chose the cello was because you get a guaranteed sit for the concert.
00:47 --> 00:53

 Ezekiel also loves that his chosen instrument can produce such a range of different sounds.
00:53 --> 00:58

 I like all the sounds it can make. Like, just the whole range.
00:58 --> 01:02

 So far, Ezekiel hasn't zeroed in on just that one favorite piece.
01:02 --> 01:05

 Uh, I just like it all, really.
01:05 --> 01:09

 Ezekiel's private lessons led to a memorable concert experience.
01:09 --> 01:15

 A Christmas concert I had with, uh, the Richies.
01:15 --> 01:17

 That was like my first real big concert.
01:18 --> 01:21

 And he loves the way music reaches out to everyone.
01:21 --> 01:28

 I feel like music really brings people together and I think it's a good way to express yourself.
01:28 --> 01:33

 Besides the cello and his schoolwork, Ezekiel likes to, in a sense, get away from it all.
01:33 --> 01:37

 I like reading a lot and playing Dungeons and Dragons.
01:37 --> 01:46

 Ezekiel, like all of our KVNO classical kids, will receive a $300 scholarship from the Saner Foundation in memory of Mary Bell Saner.
01:46 --> 01:49

 He plans to use the money to support more performance opportunities.
01:49 --> 01:57

 I think I'm probably going to use it to pay for a youth concert strings, an orchestra I made in it.
01:57 --> 02:01

 Here is Ezekiel performing Happy Farmer by Robert Schumann.
02:01 --> 02:17

 If you know a young person between the ages of 8 and 14 who should also be a classical kid,
02:17 --> 02:20

 nominate them at kvno.org.
02:20 --> 02:23

 You can also hear this interview again on our website.
02:23 --> 02:26

 From the KVNO Arts Desk, I'm Emily McIver.
02:31 --> 02:32

 you
