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00:00 --> 00:08

 Each month, KVNO selects a young person between the ages of 8 and 13 to be the KVNO Classical Kid.
00:08 --> 00:12

 And for November, our Classical Kid is Ellie Engstrom.
00:12 --> 00:17

 My name is Ellie Engstrom. I'm 13 years old and I go to Beatle Middle School.
00:17 --> 00:22

 Ellie loves to sing and she also plays instruments in both band and orchestra at school.
00:22 --> 00:28

 I've been playing cello since probably 4th grade and French horn since 5th grade.
00:29 --> 00:31

 So, like, 3 or 4 years for both.
00:31 --> 00:34

 Music is a family affair for the Engstroms.
00:34 --> 00:38

 Each member of the family performs in some way and Ellie wanted to be part of it too.
00:38 --> 00:42

 My brother played trombone and he's older than me.
00:42 --> 00:45

 So I wanted to be involved in, like, band and orchestra.
00:45 --> 00:49

 And I don't know. It was just really cool at the time.
00:49 --> 00:54

 And then also both of my parents sing and so I wanted to be like them, kind of.
00:54 --> 00:57

 Performing in ensembles is a highlight for Ellie.
00:58 --> 00:59

 And she gets to see her progress.
00:59 --> 01:09

 Oh, I think just being in concerts but also being in class and, like, seeing myself get better at pieces that we're learning in class is really cool.
01:09 --> 01:13

 And then also, like, getting to know more friends and stuff.
01:14 --> 01:19

 One of her most memorable musical experiences came the first time she performed in a show choir competition.
01:19 --> 01:24

 I think my first show choir competition was really cool.
01:24 --> 01:29

 I had never performed for, like, that many people for an audience before.
01:29 --> 01:33

 And it was really fun just to be with, like, the older people in our group.
01:33 --> 01:35

 And they were, like, encouraging to everyone.
01:35 --> 01:36

 And it was really cool.
01:36 --> 01:39

 And picking a favorite performer, that was easy.
01:39 --> 01:42

 But narrowing down a favorite composer was a bit more of a challenge.
01:42 --> 01:45

 I really like Benson Boone.
01:45 --> 01:48

 But I don't really have a favorite composer.
01:48 --> 01:53

 While she's not performing, Ellie is keeping active in other ways.
01:53 --> 01:56

 I, like, I'm in cross country.
01:56 --> 01:57

 So I run cross country.
01:57 --> 01:58

 And I really like to play soccer.
01:58 --> 02:03

 Music is important to Ellie because of the direction it brings to her life.
02:03 --> 02:07

 Music is, like, one of the main parts of my life.
02:07 --> 02:09

 It's, like, what I spend a lot of my time focusing on.
02:09 --> 02:13

 So it's just something I think about often.
02:13 --> 02:15

 And then it's, like, every day at school I have music.
02:15 --> 02:17

 And it's, like, the best part of my day to go to those classes.
02:18 --> 02:24

 But then also, like, it gives me something to focus on besides just, like, a lot of people are on their phones all the time.
02:24 --> 02:26

 And I have other stuff to be thinking about.
02:26 --> 02:30

 And it just kind of keeps me focused for, like, school and things like that.
02:30 --> 02:35

 Like all of our classical kids, Ellie will receive a $300 scholarship from the Saner Foundation.
02:35 --> 02:39

 And Ellie plans to use that money for future band and choir trips.
02:39 --> 02:47

 I think I'm going to use the money to pay for, like, high school, like, band trips and show choir trips that go out of state and stuff like that.
02:47 --> 02:50

 Two instruments is just the beginning for Ellie.
02:50 --> 02:52

 Like, I play cello and French horn.
02:52 --> 02:56

 But also I'm trying to, like, learn how to play guitar with my dad.
02:56 --> 02:58

 Like, he plays guitar and he plays piano.
02:58 --> 03:01

 So I have, like, a keyboard in my room that I play a lot.
03:01 --> 03:03

 But I'm trying to learn those two things as well.
03:03 --> 03:06

 And here is Ellie singing a song called Fragile.
03:06 --> 03:12

 I walk around the room just dancing.
03:12 --> 03:16

 If you know a young person between the ages of 8 and 13
03:16 --> 03:21

 who should also be a classical kid, nominate them at kvno.org.
03:21 --> 03:24

 You can also hear this interview again on our website.
03:24 --> 03:27

 From the KVNO Arts Desk, I'm Emily McIver.
