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00:00 --> 00:08

 Each month, KVNO selects a young person between the ages of 8 and 13 to be the KVNO Classical Kid.
00:08 --> 00:12

 And for December, our Classical Kid is Avik Mahajan.
00:12 --> 00:18

 My name's Avik. I'm 12 years old and I go to Liberty Middle School.
00:18 --> 00:22

 Avik studies piano and plays in the percussion section in his school band.
00:22 --> 00:26

 I do take lessons at the Omaha School of Music and Dance.
00:26 --> 00:31

 Piano lessons, because I play the piano. At my school band, though, I also play percussion.
00:31 --> 00:35

 Not like a drum set, just like some kind of small instruments.
00:35 --> 00:38

 Like snare drum, maybe, bass drum.
00:38 --> 00:42

 And there are these cool big drums called, like, timfany that you can hit.
00:42 --> 00:45

 And they make just pretty big. They make low sounds.
00:45 --> 00:51

 Avik's dad signed him up for piano lessons, and soon he realized how much he liked playing all up and down the keyboard.
00:52 --> 00:58

 Well, I think my dad just signed me up for piano lessons, because, like, I know a lot of people do piano lessons.
00:58 --> 01:08

 But the reason I, like, got into piano a lot and I like playing it is because, like, the thing about piano, unlike a bunch of other instruments, is that you can, like, see in front of you all the notes you can play.
01:08 --> 01:11

 You don't have to blow air or anything. You just press and you play a note.
01:12 --> 01:16

 So I kind of like just seeing, like, all the options that you have that you can play.
01:16 --> 01:18

 And I like to improvise on the piano, too.
01:18 --> 01:23

 And his favorite part is improvising, creating his own combinations of sounds.
01:23 --> 01:26

 Well, like I said earlier, I get to improvise on the piano.
01:26 --> 01:33

 And I can just, like, see, like, all, like, there's, like, how many, I don't know how many exact keys are there on the piano.
01:33 --> 01:45

 And you can just go all the way up high, all the way up low, and just improvising on it is fun, because you can just, like, do something, like, really simple, like, play three notes, or you can go, like, all the way down to the piano and play at the lower octave.
01:45 --> 01:49

 Havik's most memorable music experience has to do with the family cat.
01:49 --> 01:54

 We have this cat. He's very, he's very, he's a very social cat.
01:54 --> 02:02

 So basically, I'm at the piano, and he's just, like, kind of on the back part of it, and he just starts, like, walking on it.
02:02 --> 02:05

 And it was very funny, but he's just, like, playing something in the background.
02:05 --> 02:10

 So I'm just, like, playing the top half and playing something while he's just, like, standing on the keys.
02:10 --> 02:18

 Havik plays piano in jazz band and loves listening to jazz, as well as video game music, and the way jazz sounds show up in video games.
02:18 --> 02:25

 Well, most of the songs I listen to are actually video game music, because a lot of, like, the genre, like, I like, actually, a lot of jazz.
02:25 --> 02:32

 And, like, when you just search that up, like, a normal song, it's kind of slow and boring, but video game music actually has, like, a lot of fast jazz and stuff.
02:32 --> 02:34

 And the problem is, I don't remember the titles of most of those.
02:34 --> 02:37

 I know a song called Take Five by Dave Brubeck.
02:37 --> 02:42

 It's, it's, it's, it's a faster song, and it's really bluesy.
02:42 --> 02:45

 Outside of music, Havik's interests are wide-ranging.
02:45 --> 02:51

 Like I said earlier, I enjoy hanging out with my pets, my dog, Pancake, and my cat, Jax, but I also like to code.
02:51 --> 02:54

 And outside of school, I also play tennis.
02:54 --> 02:59

 Music is a big part of Havik's life, and he appreciates how it helps him focus and relax.
02:59 --> 03:04

 I think music is just really important to me, because this might sound, like, a little rude.
03:04 --> 03:11

 Like, you can kind of drown out people when they're talking, but it's also just, like, really relaxing to listen to and just take your mind off something.
03:11 --> 03:19

 Classical kids receive a $300 scholarship in memory of Mary Bell Saner, and Havik plans to reinvest that money in his musical education.
03:19 --> 03:24

 Pianosons are kind of expensive, so I'll probably go back into some of that, Spana lessons.
03:25 --> 03:27

 Havik likes to experiment with the music he hears.
03:27 --> 03:34

 A lot of the songs that I listen to, like I mentioned earlier, I kind of, like, just, like, I learn, like, a piano tutorial of it, right?
03:34 --> 03:36

 And I learn, like, the left hand.
03:36 --> 03:40

 That's also another thing I like about piano is that you get to play left hand and right hand.
03:40 --> 03:43

 When I play the left hand, like, I learn, like, a piano tutorial of a song.
03:43 --> 03:48

 I'll play the left hand just as it is in the song, and then the melody I'll improvise over it.
03:48 --> 03:50

 So I'm kind of, like, extending the song on my own.
03:50 --> 03:53

 And here is Havik playing one of his own original compositions.
03:53 --> 04:07

 If you know a young person between the ages of 8 and 13 who should also be a classical kid, nominate them at kvno.org.
04:07 --> 04:10

 You can also hear this interview again on our website.
04:10 --> 04:13

 From the KVNO Arts Desk, I'm Emily McIver.
