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00:00 --> 00:09

 Each month, KVNO selects a young person between the ages of 8 and 13 to be the KVNO Classical Kid.
00:09 --> 00:11

 And for March, our Classical Kid is Pooja Rui.
00:11 --> 00:19

 My name is Pooja Rui. I am homeschooled. I go to Loganville one day a week. I'm 10.
00:19 --> 00:23

 Pooja plays the piano, and she's been studying for about two and a half years.
00:23 --> 00:28

 She does take private lessons in Omaha, even though she and her family live in Hooper.
00:28 --> 00:33

 And she has a true love for music. She got started when her parents bought her a pan flute.
00:33 --> 00:41

 My mom and dad bought me a pan flute, and I started to play a song. And they opened the piano, and I started to play it.
00:41 --> 00:48

 Why is music so important to Pooja? Well, she loves to play the music she hears, but it's really quite simple.
00:48 --> 00:50

 Music brings me joy.
00:50 --> 00:54

 Pooja has gotten to do something many of us have only dreamed about.
00:55 --> 00:59

 I met Emanuel Lacks, and he let me play the piano at the Holland Center.
00:59 --> 01:02

 And her musical tastes range widely.
01:02 --> 01:08

 Tchaikovsky Piano Concerto, number one. I like Classical and electronic dance music.
01:08 --> 01:14

 Other favorite activities include reading and the family pets, also playing music with her brothers.
01:15 --> 01:22

 I love playing with my kittens, reading books in Braille, and playing with my music with my brothers.
01:22 --> 01:26

 Pooja finds meaning in the emotional side of music.
01:26 --> 01:34

 It helps me feel my feelings, joy, sadness, and calmness.
01:35 --> 01:43

 Pooja, like all of our KVNO classical kids, will receive a $300 scholarship from the Sainer Foundation in memory of Mary Bell Sainer.
01:43 --> 01:46

 She plans to use the money to invest in a new instrument.
01:46 --> 01:50

 Um, I'm going to save for my new keyboard.
01:50 --> 01:55

 Here is Pooja performing a selection from Friedrich Kulao's Sanatita in C major.
01:55 --> 02:08

 If you know a young person between the ages of 8 and 13 who should also be a classical kid, nominate them at kvno.org.
02:08 --> 02:11

 You can also hear this interview again on our website.
02:11 --> 02:14

 From the KVNO Arts Desk, I'm Emily McIver.
