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00:00 --> 00:09

 Each month, KVNO selects a young person between the ages of 8 and 13 to be the KVNO Classical Kid.
00:09 --> 00:13

 And for February, our Classical Kid is Kyler Lakeman.
00:13 --> 00:19

 I am Kyler Lakeman. I go to school at Concordia Junior Senior High, and I am 14 years old.
00:19 --> 00:24

 Kyler started off on the violin and has recently added piano lessons to his schedule.
00:24 --> 00:33

 I play both violin and piano, and I've been playing violin for 11 years, and I've been playing piano for about a year and a half.
00:33 --> 00:43

 And for piano, I study with Maria Jacobson, and violin I study with Ruth Mines at the Omaha Conservatory of Music.
00:43 --> 00:48

 Kyler doesn't remember not loving music, and he picked up the violin while still a toddler.
00:49 --> 00:57

 So I got interested in music because I've always loved music, and so I've just been a very musical kid.
00:57 --> 01:05

 And she wanted me to start on piano, but they wouldn't take me in piano until I was 4.
01:05 --> 01:10

 So her next best option was violin, and that's actually turned out to be my main instrument.
01:10 --> 01:15

 The best part of playing for Kyler is using his musical gift as a means of worship.
01:15 --> 01:29

 My favorite part about playing the violin is using my music to just spread the word of God and just play for Him and just entertain people.
01:29 --> 01:34

 Kyler's most memorable musical experience involved going on a group tour.
01:35 --> 01:38

 So my most memorable musical experience is actually more recent.
01:38 --> 01:48

 A couple years ago, I'm in the Frontier Strings Group at the Omaha Conservatory, and the first tour I ever went on was in Branson,
01:48 --> 01:53

 and we got to play for all the big shows down there, like the Hay Goods and the Duttons.
01:53 --> 01:59

 And it was really fun being able to play on an actual stage that people can come and buy tickets to a show.
01:59 --> 02:04

 Kyler had to think a little, but he settled on a favorite piece and a favorite composer.
02:05 --> 02:11

 My favorite piece is probably Dance Maccabre by Saint-Saëns.
02:11 --> 02:20

 My favorite composer is not Saint-Saëns, but it is Mendelssohn because I just like how challenging his music is, and it's very fun to play.
02:20 --> 02:23

 Besides school, Kyler likes to keep active.
02:23 --> 02:30

 Outside of school music lessons, I enjoy doing tennis and trap shooting, which is a less heard of thing.
02:31 --> 02:36

 And this year, I am going to probably start track if I am able to.
02:36 --> 02:40

 Music has always been a source of calm and joy for Kyler.
02:40 --> 02:45

 Music is important to me because I have always, always loved music.
02:45 --> 02:51

 When I was a baby, she told me that when I was a baby, I would, like, fuss around or whatever,
02:51 --> 02:56

 and she would start playing music and I would calm down.
02:56 --> 02:58

 Then she would turn it off.
02:58 --> 03:01

 I would start fussing again, turn it back on.
03:01 --> 03:02

 I would calm back down.
03:02 --> 03:11

 And ever since, well, I can remember, I've loved music and it's just been a very, like, nice and, like, good outlet for me.
03:11 --> 03:14

 Kyler, like all of our KVNO classical kids,
03:14 --> 03:20

 will receive a $300 scholarship from the Saner Foundation in memory of Mary Bell Saner.
03:20 --> 03:22

 He's planning to invest it in a new instrument.
03:22 --> 03:24

 Yes.
03:24 --> 03:30

 With that scholarship money, I will hopefully put it towards a new violin in the future
03:30 --> 03:38

 because I have played violin consecutively, like, days in a row for over 1,100 days.
03:38 --> 03:44

 And so as a reward of 1,000 days, my mom said I could get a new violin.
03:44 --> 03:49

 KVNO is important to Kyler because it goes beyond the top 40 popular hits.
03:49 --> 03:56

 I like KVNO because all the other music stations are just, like, today's music and stuff,
03:56 --> 04:01

 and KVNO is, like, a good outlet of just, like, calming and, like, good, solid music.
04:01 --> 04:06

 And here is Kyler playing Mozart's Concerto No. 3 in G.
04:08 --> 04:28

 If you know a young person between the ages of 8 and 13 who should also be a classical kid,
04:28 --> 04:31

 nominate them at kvno.org.
04:31 --> 04:34

 You can also listen to this interview again on our website.
04:34 --> 04:38

 From the KVNO Arts Desk, I'm Emily McIver.
04:38 --> 04:40

 you
