[bookmark: _GoBack]Each month, KVNO selects a young person between the ages of 8 and 13 to be the KVNO Classical Kid. And for April, our Classical Kid is Amyra Asif. My name is Amyra and I'm 11 years old.

I go to Black Elk Elementary. Amyra has been playing piano for a while now and more recently picked up a new instrument. I play the piano and the violin.

I've been playing the piano for six years and the violin for one and a half. For piano, I go to Olga Conklin and for violin, I do orchestra at school. Amyra moved into music lessons as part of a natural progression.

I got interested in music at a pretty young age. I really like to dance and sing. And I used to have a lot of piano toys, which really encouraged me to ask for classes and to learn more about it.

And the best part of playing for Amyra is getting to perform and express herself to an audience. My favorite thing about the piano is being able to express my emotions through different pieces and entertaining and seeing the reactions of when I play. It really makes me really happy that I was able to choose it.

It was really unique. And one of the recent highlights for Amyra was the result of lots of hard work. It's actually pretty recent.

It's the Young Artist Competition. I went there and I placed as a finalist, which is really amazing because it was a competition instead of a festival. So I had to work way harder and it really taught me more things about playing.

Amyra had lots to say when asked about her favorite piece and composer. My favorite piece is Sapphire Fountain by Melody Barber. And my favorite composer is Frédéric Francis Chopin because of his way of how he expresses his music style and the different emotions he shows in his pieces.

And Sapphire Fountain, it's a piece I played a while ago and it's probably going to be much easier if I had to learn it now. It was such a music piece. It was more of a romantic piece for me.

But I was so happy about it and I really wanted to play more songs like that. Besides school and music practice, Amyra stays rather active. I do tennis and swimming.

I've been playing tennis since I was six probably. And I've done swimming since I was a bit younger. Music has given Amyra a sense of appreciation for growth and meaning.

Music is really important to me because first, the progress I've made is really impressive to me since I wasn't really sure about how I'd do with it. Learning and seeing the different things and not only instruments are more out throughout the industry of music. And the different things you can do with it like composing and making music.

And I feel like if I hadn't chosen an instrument and I just like focused more on sports, I would have probably not been able to see it in such a different way than I have now. Amyra, like all of our KVNO Classical kids, will receive a $300 scholarship from the Sainer Foundation in memory of Mary Bell Sainer. The money is like a ton of money, like it's an outrageous amount for me because I've never really had that much.

So I haven't really fully thought about it because when I was auditioning at first, I was really like, what would I have been able to use this for? And I was really thinking about it. And it's like, it's so much money that I really just feel like I should trust more in my future. KVNO is important to Amyra as she explores classical music.

I really like KVNO because of how it focuses more on the past era pieces of classical. Because classical, it depends more on technical precision and more on technique and everything. And how you have to play multiple independent melodic lines simultaneously.

And it really interests me that there is a whole thing about only classical pieces. And here is Amyra performing one of Kabalevsky's variations on a Ukrainian folk song. If you know a young person between the ages of 8 and 13 who should also be a KVNO Classical kid, nominate them at kvno.org. You can also listen to this interview again on our website.

From the KVNO Arts Desk, I'm Emily McIvor.
