Each month, KVNO selects a young person between the ages of 8 and 13 to be the KVNO Classical Kid. And for May, our Classical Kid is Jayden Park. My name is Jayden Park, I'm 13, and I'm a 7th grader at Elkhorn Valley Middle School.

Jayden plays two instruments, strings and woodwinds. I play the cello as a main instrument, and I've been playing it for about four years. I studied with Mr. Andrew Brulewinski at the Omaha Conservatory of Music.

I also play the clarinet in my school band, and I started clarinet when I was first in 6th grade, and I've been playing for about two years. Jayden followed his mom and his sister into playing an instrument. It was kind of easy, like, it happened naturally, because my mom was a flutist, my sister was a violinist, and my dad was a huge classical fan.

Listening to classical music was, like, naturally, like, adjustable, because we had to play it all the time. And I chose the cello because both the flute and the violin are higher, like, registered instruments. My mom suggested it would be great to have a lower instrument, lower registered instrument in the family, so I already like deep, warm sounds in the music, so it was an easy choice.

And the best part of playing for Jayden is the resonance and the expressive ability. I would say the sound. Like, I get to express my feelings more into it, because I'm young, so I can't really express my feelings more often into speech, so I just, certain songs have certain moods so I can express my feelings when I'm playing.

Jayden recently got to perform for a rather large audience. I would say when I performed a solo at the Flower Festival I held at the St. Cecilia's Cathedral this past January. I've done studio recitals and played duets with my sister at church before.
This felt like my first public debut, so I was pretty, like, a lot nervous. When I performed at the Cathedral, the audio acoustics were, like, really good. The sound of my cello felt, like, echoed and filled the entire space.

I played a Bach suite cello suite, and the natural resonance of the Cathedral was the perfect match to it. It was snowy and super cold, but I think the people still enjoyed my performance. Jayden has a short list of musical favorites.
It's kind of hard to pick one, but I would say it's kind of between the Baroque and Romantic period. I like Bach. I also find great joy in passionate and impressive melodies like St. Saens and Elgar.

I love how they used the cellos' deep sound for certain parts of the music. And outside of school and music, Jayden has a very special favorite activity. I love robotics.

Like, I spend a lot of time designing and building robots. And I also do, like, many robotics competitions. Robotics and music is pretty similar because you get to put your creative thoughts into it and, like, express your feelings when you're building your robots and playing the music a lot.

And when I'm coding a robot or practicing a cello suite, having the, like, two different hobbies keeps my mind active. Jayden loves how playing music lets him express himself beyond just using words. Oh, it's like a language.

There are feelings. Like, sometimes when I'm playing, I can express what I'm trying to say. So when I'm playing, like, a super slow song, I can, like, put more of my feelings to it.

And if I'm playing a fast one, I can put more joy into it with making a fun beat. Jayden, like all of our KVNO Classical Kids, will receive a $300 scholarship from the Sainer Foundation in memory of Marybel Sainer. I currently have a three-quarter size cellos, and it gets smaller every, like, couple months.

I'm looking for a full-size cello right now, and I'm renting my cellos right now. So I'm thinking of getting, like, my own personal full-size so I can, like, buy it instead of renting it. KVNO is important to Jayden as he explores classical music.

Um, it's more than a radio station to me. My parents always play it when they're in the car, and it's, like, super easy to listen to because I can, like, the people introduce what song they're going to play next, and I can just listen and enjoy it. And when there's, like, a celloist on the KVNO radio station, I always ask my parents who the cellist is because I'm really interested.

I love, like, this certain music because they, like, will change the theme every time. So if there was a super slow one, then there would be a fast one next one. And here is Jayden performing Vivaldi's cello sonata in E minor.
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