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00:00 --> 00:11
This is Jeff around town and I'm hanging out with my good friend, my old friend, not that you're old, Jeff Gehring.
00:11 --> 00:14
Jeff, thanks for chatting on Jeff around town, Jeff.
00:14 --> 00:14
My pleasure.
00:14 --> 00:16
Hey, so we're here at the mill.
00:16 --> 00:24
Earlier, the mill on Leavenworth, when you came in, you were looking at the beams of this building, the old bones of this place.
00:24 --> 00:24
Right.
00:24 --> 00:28
We met at a retreat, though, many, many years ago.
00:28 --> 00:30
Totally different kind of environment.
00:30 --> 00:31
Probably over 30 years.
00:31 --> 00:33
Oh, don't.
00:33 --> 00:33
Maybe.
00:33 --> 00:35
That's probably true.
00:35 --> 00:35
Okay.
00:35 --> 00:39
But you are a builder.
00:39 --> 00:43
You are a dreamer, I might want to say.
00:43 --> 00:44
You've built homes.
00:44 --> 00:46
You get into development projects.
00:46 --> 00:47
Oh, that is.
00:47 --> 00:54
Yeah, well, you know, so what have you done briefly and then what are you doing right now that you're so passionate and excited about?
00:54 --> 00:54
Yeah.
00:54 --> 01:00
I think where you and I met on that retreat, I just began my journey with the footman houses.
01:00 --> 01:03
Today is kind of cliche, but for me back then, it wasn't cliche.
01:03 --> 01:04
It was my passion.
01:04 --> 01:06
It was my burning desire.
01:06 --> 01:14
I think that I've met you through Cheryl and my ex and when I'm getting names, but that was, she kind of got involved in that with me.
01:14 --> 01:19
And we love taking the old historic homes and, you know, bringing them back to their old buster.
01:19 --> 01:28
And, but then the same token, you know, upgrading their kitchens and baths and giving them a modern appeal that we either flipped over or sold them.
01:28 --> 01:34
So what that really kind of evolved with, that was kind of a true craftsmanship type style building.
01:34 --> 01:45
And from there involved into what we, I had to kind of shift it from my company, Mercury Investments sometime to Mercury Builders and kind of move into remodeling, general contracting and home building.
01:45 --> 01:48
A lot of pure thought put into the aesthetic of it.
01:48 --> 01:49
Absolutely.
01:49 --> 01:49
Yeah.
01:50 --> 01:50
Yeah.
01:50 --> 01:54
Well, and the bones and what you, like you said, I've noticed the bones here being an old Safeway.
01:54 --> 02:02
And so, uh, we, what I think our best tool that we possess on our tool belt is anything on the tool belt.
02:02 --> 02:04
It's attached to our head.
02:04 --> 02:04
It's our gears.
02:04 --> 02:05
Oh.
02:05 --> 02:10
And so listen to what you want, Jeff, and your new home or your new, whatever the domicile might be.
02:10 --> 02:10
Yeah.
02:10 --> 02:11
We've done townhomes.
02:11 --> 02:12
We've done apartments.
02:12 --> 02:15
We've done Barnuminiums, you know.
02:15 --> 02:16
Wait, Barnuminiums?
02:16 --> 02:17
Barnuminiums.
02:17 --> 02:17
I have never.
02:17 --> 02:19
Those are very popular right now.
02:19 --> 02:20
Wait, it was a barn in a briefly.
02:20 --> 02:27
Basically, we build you a pole barn or a steel building and then we throw a residential portion in there and you can still run your tractors there.
02:27 --> 02:29
It's fantastic.
02:29 --> 02:33
And then we dress up the residential portion and put it like stacked stone.
02:33 --> 02:33
Okay.
02:33 --> 02:37
You think it's a house, but then you see the backside of it and it suddenly turns into a barn.
02:37 --> 02:37
Man.
02:37 --> 02:38
So, it really is a barn.
02:38 --> 02:39
Well, okay.
02:39 --> 02:41
So, yeah, we're getting creative here.
02:41 --> 02:43
And so, here's just a little bit.
02:43 --> 02:48
So, you are doing some development in Bellevue, sort of re-envisioning maybe what Bellevue,
02:48 --> 02:52
can be, and I don't know much about that, but fill me in.
02:52 --> 02:52
Yeah.
02:52 --> 03:02
I got kind of wrangled, if you will, into an idea, and it was with a previous business partner, or I'd say a joint venture partner who's no longer with us,
03:02 --> 03:09
into the mayor's visionary hike space, of what Bellevue could be.
03:09 --> 03:12
The old town Bellevue is now exactly that.
03:12 --> 03:13
It's old town.
03:13 --> 03:16
And it needs a new vibrancy.
03:16 --> 03:20
It's 70 years old and has not been updated in that period of time.
03:20 --> 03:23
But it's really the heart and soul of where you've got 25,000 residents.
03:23 --> 03:25
You've got off an Air Force base.
03:25 --> 03:25
Yeah.
03:25 --> 03:27
And the longstanding residents of Bellevue.
03:27 --> 03:30
And so, what we're looking to do is, I don't know, Exxarbon-esque.
03:30 --> 03:31
Oh, nice.
03:31 --> 03:32
Or an Elkhorn.
03:32 --> 03:32
Yeah, yeah, yeah.
03:32 --> 03:35
PlattSmith feel to it.
03:35 --> 03:35
Yeah.
03:35 --> 03:36
Ashland.
03:36 --> 03:38
Even Cal State Bluffs downtown.
03:38 --> 03:38
Yeah.
03:38 --> 03:39
Downtown, of course.
03:39 --> 03:40
Great opportunities.
03:40 --> 03:44
And we want to give it to, they need a place to hang.
03:44 --> 03:44
Yeah.
03:44 --> 03:46
You know, they need their own identity.
03:46 --> 03:47
Proconia has one.
03:47 --> 03:47
Yep.
03:47 --> 03:48
Ralston has one.
03:48 --> 03:50
We have Breton's got to be landing coming on.
03:50 --> 03:51
Mm-hmm.
03:51 --> 03:55
The largest metro outside of Omaha has really Twin Creek, and that's it.
03:55 --> 03:56
Yeah.
03:56 --> 04:01
So, we are proceeding forward with the New Frontier District, and it's going to be a mixed-use building,
04:01 --> 04:04
and it'll be sort of the central business district.
04:04 --> 04:04
Nice.
04:04 --> 04:05
Oh, good.
04:05 --> 04:06
Well, that's exciting.
04:06 --> 04:10
That's really exciting, Jeff, because it's such a, what a wonderful opportunity, and what
04:10 --> 04:12
a great place to go into.
04:12 --> 04:12
Right.
04:12 --> 04:18
And it's a strong community, but to sort of reimagine the Frontier District.
04:18 --> 04:18
Frontier.
04:18 --> 04:19
Perfect.
04:19 --> 04:20
You know what it is?
04:20 --> 04:21
First city.
04:21 --> 04:26
Frontier District, what people don't realize is that Mission Avenue was the very first street,
04:26 --> 04:29
the very first town, which is Bellevue, in Nebraska.
04:29 --> 04:29
Yeah.
04:29 --> 04:32
So, we want to call it Frontier because it was the Frontier of Nebraska.
04:32 --> 04:34
I love it.
04:34 --> 04:37
And, of course, I'm partial to the name because it's from French.
04:37 --> 04:38
Beautiful view.
04:38 --> 04:39
Bellevue.
04:39 --> 04:39
Yeah.
04:39 --> 04:41
Well...
04:41 --> 04:41
C'est à ce pas.
04:41 --> 04:43
Oh, okay.
04:43 --> 04:44
Perfect.
04:44 --> 04:45
Parfait.
04:45 --> 04:46
Merci, Jeffrey.
04:46 --> 04:49
No, thank you so much for chatting on Jeff Frontier, Jeff.
04:49 --> 04:50
Oh, love it.
04:50 --> 04:50
Very much.
04:50 --> 04:51
It's good to see you get my time.
04:51 --> 04:52
Thanks so much.
