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00:00 --> 00:09
  This is Jeff Roundtown, and I'm in Ashland, Nebraska, at this wonderful French bakery,
00:09 --> 00:19
  Farinay, and I am speaking with Melanie Dawkins, who was a TV and TV news, a realtor, and now
00:19 --> 00:24
  lives at least part-time in France, I think. We'll explore that right now. Melanie, thanks for being
00:24 --> 00:28
  on Jeff Roundtown. Yeah, thanks for asking me. Yeah, so could you just kind of take us through
00:28 --> 00:34
  a little bit on your journey? On Jeff Roundtown, I love to talk to those who have a creative spirit and
00:34 --> 00:41
  try new things and allow themselves to be vulnerable and to overcome obstacles, so can you just kind of
00:41 --> 00:48
  share a little bit about your journey? Yeah, absolutely. So I spent a career in television
00:48 --> 00:55
  news. I did the typical thing, you know, graduate high school, go to college, got a job, and that job
00:55 --> 01:03
  happened to be television news. So I was, my first job was in northern Minnesota, very cold,
01:03 --> 01:10
  morning anchor, you know, walking by the station when the bakery guys were in there working and doing
01:10 --> 01:14
  the whole thing. Getting up at, well. Yeah, three o'clock in the morning, 2.30, whatever it was.
01:15 --> 01:21
  And I had that career that led me, you know, in various ways to Lincoln, Nebraska, eventually.
01:21 --> 01:29
  And continued that job, you know, bopping around here and there. Eventually got married, had a couple
01:29 --> 01:37
  of babies, but continued on in television. And it became more and more difficult as I had younger kids
01:37 --> 01:49
  at that time. I was going into work. That's tough. For, what, three hours of sleep? Yeah. Night after. I had one particular child who just didn't enjoy sleeping. And if she didn't want to sleep, I didn't sleep.
01:49 --> 02:11
  My husband's also in television news and he was working until midnight. So eventually I said, this isn't the life I want to live. I am, I'm not in the right mindset. I'm not being a good wife, mom, human. So I said, something's got to change. So I, contract renewal came up. I slid it back across the table. And I said, no, thanks. I'm going to do something else.
02:11 --> 02:41
  Yeah. And their jaw hit the floor. She started crying. Is it me? And I said, no, no, no, no. Right. It's me. I'm done. I need to do, this is not my life. So I started in real estate. Yeah. And it's a career I love. And it's something I still do. And I kind of equate it to journalism is in that I feel like I'm witness to significant events in people's lives. I feel very fortunate to be able to, you know, people,
02:41 --> 03:10
  buy and sell real estate because of change in their life. Yeah. Losing a family member, adding a family member, various job relocations. It's a significant event. And so I'm there to witness and guide them. So I kind of put those two together. Yeah. And I love it. And I still do that. And it's been nine years. But as I started to think about, okay, the future and what's next, I started taking my family to France.
03:10 --> 03:35
  Our first trip was planned during what ended up being COVID. Oh, and I should say that we met through French speaking events. Yes. So that's how we got to know each other. Yep. Yep. So I, I, because I had studied it in college and all of that and wanted to brush up because we were taking all these trips to France and something that you learned 25 some years ago kind of gets buried. And I'm still not all there, but I'm getting better. Yeah.
03:36 --> 03:55
  Um, so we started taking all these trips to France and we thought, the world's a little crazy. I'm a, I'm a big believer in we get one shot at this. One go at life. I just, I don't want to have regrets. Hey, let's plan for our future. And buy this place in France.
03:55 --> 04:15
  Because too many people, too many people, you know, they have those regrets and they always say, oh, why didn't I do this thing? And I love that you jumped in. And that's, that's very inspirational that you jumped in to do this, to pursue this dream. Um, had this always been a dream that you'd had one day to, to live in France?
04:15 --> 04:31
  I think so. Honestly, long before COVID ever happened, it's what I wanted to do. Cause it, it all started, um, connecting with real estate is I would just look online and you could buy these long before Brexit and all of that created the mass move to France.
04:31 --> 04:51
  Yeah. Um, you could buy a chateau in France for $300,000. So Melanie, uh, we haven't even gotten to France yet. So I'll tell you what, uh, we're going to do a two parter. So, uh, we'll have you back for this, uh, next episode of Jeff around town. And then we're going to hear all about, uh, your time, uh, in France.
